THE  GATEWAY  OF  THE  HADHRAMAUT

the prison and the cemetery, which occupies a large area, are also in

Al Bilad.

There are two other quarters in the town, Haft al 'Abid, the poorer
quarter, which runs from die cemetery to the mountains and along to the
east and under the clifls, and Haft al Kara whicjh. runs from the cemetery
westwards and includes Sultan 'Umar's mosque and the houses between
the sea and the mountains.

From the window of the bedroom in the guest-house I could lie abed
and watch the endless activities of the camel park, called Therb, which at
the time of our visit was thronged with camels, donkeys and beduin.
Towards evening strings of camels would amble slowly along die road
from die interior, and in the early morning groups of beduin wrangled as
diey loaded the camels for the start of the long trek up-country. Frequendy
there were several hundreds of camels couched outside the wall and the
beduin lit their camp-fires almost underneath our windows. Morning and
evening they gathered the camels into groups and fed them with stalks
of millet bought in the bazaar. All day long two craftsmen sat just outside
the gate shaping curved pieces of wood into the frameworks of pack saddles,
and every now and again a group of black-cloaked women bearing skins
filled with water wandered among the camps selling the water to the
beduin.

Beyond Therb across the mouth of the wadi was Sherij Ba Salam, the
* Subian village. The Subians, whose name, I am told, is derived from the
word meaning "youth," come mosdy from the "Wadi Hajr and so in other
parts of the Protectorate are called Hajris. They do all the menial jobs,,
hewing wood and drawing water, and are not allowed to sleep in the
towtts but must have their quarters outside. Between Therb and Sherij Ba
Salam was the drying-ground, where the fish are spread out on the sand to
dry in the sun and then gathered into piles some six feet high and finally
taken to die interior for manure, camel fodder or human consumption.

East of Mukalla is another suburb, Khalf. This, too, is dedicated to
fish, for recendy Sultan 'Umar removed the fish-curing and drying industry
"from inside the town to Khalf, where he built new godowns. The rocks
all roimid are strewn with large split fish, sun curing. .The manufacture
offish manure and the preparation of dried fish (wazif) is a large industry
of die coastal area, and in the list of exports fish products come third in
importance* Besides wazif die other fish products are sifa or fish oil, &
Jitde of which is made in Mukalla and Shihr, hanit which is cooked and
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